
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5436 May 1, 2007 
The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 177 

Whereas many nations throughout the 
world, and especially within the Western 
hemisphere, celebrate ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños’’, or 
‘‘Day of the Children’’ on the 30th of April, in 
recognition and celebration of their coun-
try’s future—their children; 

Whereas children represent the hopes and 
dreams of the people of the United States; 

Whereas children are the center of Amer-
ican families; 

Whereas children should be nurtured and 
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit; 

Whereas Hispanics in the United States, 
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic 
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on this day, 
and wish to share this custom with the rest 
of the Nation; 

Whereas it is projected that by the year 
2050, 1 in 4 Americans will be of Hispanic de-
scent, and currently approximately 12,300,000 
Hispanic children live in the United States; 

Whereas traditional Hispanic family life 
centers largely on children; 

Whereas the primary teachers of family 
values, morality, and culture are parents and 
family members, and we rely on children to 
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations; 

Whereas more than 500,000 children drop 
out of school each year, 138,000 of whom are 
Hispanic, and these dropout rates are unac-
ceptably high; 

Whereas the importance of literacy and 
education are most often communicated to 
children through family members; 

Whereas families should be encouraged to 
engage in family and community activities 
that include extended and elderly family 
members and encourage children to explore, 
develop confidence, and pursue their dreams; 

Whereas the designation of a day to honor 
the children of the United States will help 
affirm for the people of the United States the 
significance of family, education, and com-
munity; 

Whereas the designation of a day of special 
recognition for the children of the United 
States will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to reflect on their future, to articulate 
their dreams and aspirations, and to find 
comfort and security in the support of their 
family members and communities; 

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has 
worked with cities throughout the country 
to declare April 30 as ‘‘Dı́a de los Niños: Cele-
brating Young Americans’’—a day to bring 
together Hispanics and other communities 
nationwide to celebrate and uplift children; 
and 

Whereas the children of a nation are the 
responsibility of all its people, and people 
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts 
of children to society—their curiosity, 
laughter, faith, energy, spirit, hopes, and 
dreams: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 30, 2007, as ‘‘Dı́a de los 

Niños: Celebrating Young Americans’’; and 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to join with all children, families, organiza-
tions, communities, churches, cities, and 
States across the United States to observe 
the day with appropriate ceremonies, includ-
ing activities that— 

(A) center around children, and are free or 
minimal in cost so as to encourage and fa-
cilitate the participation of all our people; 

(B) are positive and uplifting and that help 
children express their hopes and dreams; 

(C) provide opportunities for children of all 
backgrounds to learn about one another’s 
cultures and to share ideas; 

(D) include all members of the family, es-
pecially extended and elderly family mem-
bers, so as to promote greater communica-
tion among the generations within a family, 
enabling children to appreciate and benefit 
from the experiences and wisdom of their el-
derly family members; 

(E) provide opportunities for families with-
in a community to get acquainted; and 

(F) provide children with the support they 
need to develop skills and confidence, and to 
find the inner strength—the will and fire of 
the human spirit—to make their dreams 
come true. 

f 

THE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed en bloc to the consideration of 
the following calendar items: Calendar 
No. 121, S. Res. 116; Calendar No. 122, S. 
Res. 125; Calendar No. 123, S. Res. 146; 
and Calendar No. 124, S. Res. 162. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolutions be agreed to en 
bloc; the amendment to the preamble, 
where applicable, be agreed to; the pre-
ambles, as amended if amended, be 
agreed to en bloc; the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc; 
that the consideration of these items 
appear separately in the RECORD and 
any statements be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

DESIGNATING MAY 2007 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL AUTOIMMUNE DISEASES 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 

The resolution (S. Res. 116) desig-
nating May 2007 as ‘‘National Auto-
immune Diseases Awareness Month’’ 
and supporting efforts to increase 
awareness of autoimmune diseases and 
increase funding for autoimmune dis-
ease research was agreed to; as follows: 

S. RES. 116 

Whereas autoimmune diseases are chronic, 
disabling diseases in which underlying de-
fects in the immune system lead the body to 
attack its own organs and tissues; 

Whereas autoimmune diseases can affect 
any part of the body, including the blood, 
blood vessels, muscles, nervous system, gas-
trointestinal tract, endocrine glands, and 
multiple-organ systems, and can be life- 
threatening; 

Whereas researchers have identified over 80 
different autoimmune diseases, and suspect 
at least 40 additional diseases of qualifying 
as autoimmune diseases; 

Whereas researchers have identified a close 
genetic relationship and a common pathway 
of disease that exists among autoimmune 
diseases, explaining the clustering of auto-
immune diseases in individuals and families; 

Whereas the family of autoimmune dis-
eases is under-recognized, and poses a major 
health care challenge to the United States; 

Whereas the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) estimates that autoimmune diseases 
afflict up to 23,500,000 people in the United 

States, 75 percent of the people affected are 
women, and the prevalence of autoimmune 
diseases is rising; 

Whereas NIH estimates the annual direct 
health care costs associated with auto-
immune diseases at more than $100,000,000,000 
and there are over 250,000 new diagnoses each 
year; 

Whereas autoimmune diseases are among 
the top 10 leading causes of death in female 
children and adult women; 

Whereas autoimmune diseases most often 
affect children and young adults, leading to 
a lifetime of disability; 

Whereas diagnostic tests for most auto-
immune diseases are not standardized, mak-
ing autoimmune diseases very difficult to di-
agnose; 

Whereas, because autoimmune diseases are 
difficult to diagnose, treatment is often de-
layed, resulting in irreparable organ damage 
and unnecessary suffering; 

Whereas the Institute of Medicine of the 
National Academies reported that the United 
States is behind other countries in research 
into immune system self-recognition, the 
cause of autoimmune diseases; 

Whereas a study by the American Auto-
immune Related Diseases Association re-
vealed that it takes the average patient with 
an autoimmune disease more than 4 years, 
and costs more than $50,000, to get a correct 
diagnosis; 

Whereas there is a significant need for 
more collaboration and cross-fertilization of 
basic autoimmune research; 

Whereas there is a significant need for re-
search focusing on the etiology of all auto-
immune-related diseases, to increase under-
standing of the root causes of these diseases 
rather treating the symptoms after the dis-
ease has had its destructive effect; 

Whereas the National Coalition of Auto-
immune Patient Groups is a coalition of na-
tional organizations focused on autoimmune 
diseases working to consolidate the voices of 
patients with autoimmune diseases and to 
promote increased education, awareness, and 
research into all aspects of autoimmune dis-
eases through a collaborative approach; and 

Whereas designating May 2007 as ‘‘National 
Autoimmune Diseases Awareness Month’’ 
would help educate the public about auto-
immune diseases and the need for research 
funding, accurate diagnosis, and effective 
treatments: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 2007 as ‘‘National Auto-

immune Diseases Awareness Month’’; 
(2) supports the efforts of health care pro-

viders and autoimmune patient advocacy 
and education organizations to increase 
awareness of the causes of, and treatments 
for, autoimmune diseases; and 

(3) supports the goal of increasing Federal 
funding for aggressive research to learn the 
root causes of autoimmune diseases, as well 
as the best diagnostic methods and treat-
ments for people with autoimmune diseases. 

f 

ENDANGERED SPECIES DAY 

The resolution (S. Res. 125) desig-
nating May 18, 2007, as ‘‘Endangered 
Species Day,’’ and encouraging the peo-
ple of the United States to become edu-
cated about, and aware of, threats to 
species, success stories in species re-
covery, and the opportunity to pro-
mote species conservation worldwide, 
was agreed to. The preamble was 
agreed to. The resolution (S. Res. 125), 
with its preamble, reads as follows: 
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S. RES. 125 

Whereas in the United States and around 
the world, more than 1,000 species are offi-
cially designated as at risk of extinction and 
thousands more also face a heightened risk 
of extinction; 

Whereas the actual and potential benefits 
derived from many species have not yet been 
fully discovered and would be permanently 
lost if not for conservation efforts; 

Whereas recovery efforts for species such 
as the whooping crane, Kirtland’s warbler, 
the peregrine falcon, the gray wolf, the gray 
whale, the grizzly bear, and others have re-
sulted in great improvements in the viabil-
ity of such species; 

Whereas saving a species requires a com-
bination of sound research, careful coordina-
tion, and intensive management of conserva-
tion efforts, along with increased public 
awareness and education; 

Whereas two-thirds of endangered or 
threatened species reside on private lands; 

Whereas voluntary cooperative conserva-
tion programs have proven to be critical for 
habitat restoration and species recovery; and 

Whereas education and increasing public 
awareness are the first steps in effectively 
informing the public about endangered spe-
cies and species restoration efforts: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 18, 2007, as ‘‘Endangered 

Species Day’’; and 
(2) encourages— 
(A) educational entities to spend at least 30 

minutes on Endangered Species Day teach-
ing and informing students about threats to, 
and the restoration of, endangered species 
around the world, including the essential 
role of private landowners and private stew-
ardship to the protection and recovery of 
species; 

(B) organizations, businesses, private land-
owners, and agencies with a shared interest 
in conserving endangered species to collabo-
rate on educational information for use in 
schools; and 

(C) the people of the United States to ob-
serve the day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

f 

DESIGNATING JUNE 20, 2007, AS 
‘‘AMERICAN EAGLE DAY’’ 

The resolution (S. Res. 146) Desig-
nating June 20, 2007, as ‘‘American 
Eagle Day,’’ and celebrating the recov-
ery and restoration of the American 
bald eagle, the national symbol of the 
United States, was agreed to; as fol-
lows: 

S. RES. 146 

Whereas, the bald eagle was designated as 
the national emblem of the United States on 
June 20, 1782, by our country’s Founding Fa-
thers at the Second Continental Congress; 

Whereas, the bald eagle is the central 
image used in the Great Seal of the United 
States and the seals of the President and 
Vice President; 

Whereas, the image of the bald eagle is dis-
played in the official seal of many branches 
and departments of the Federal Government, 
including— 

(1) Congress; 
(2) the Supreme Court; 
(3) the Department of Defense; 
(4) the Department of the Treasury; 
(5) the Department of Justice; 
(6) the Department of State; 
(7) the Department of Commerce; 
(8) the Department of Homeland Security; 
(9) the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
(10) the Department of Labor; 

(11) the Department of Health and Human 
Services; 

(12) the Department of Energy; 
(13) the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development; 
(14) the Central Intelligence Agency; and 
(15) the United States Postal Service; 
Whereas, the bald eagle is an inspiring 

symbol of the American spirit of freedom 
and democracy; 

Whereas, the image, meaning, and sym-
bolism of the bald eagle have played a sig-
nificant role in American art, music, his-
tory, literature, architecture, and culture 
since the founding of our Nation; 

Whereas, the bald eagle is featured promi-
nently on United States stamps, currency, 
and coinage; 

Whereas, the habitat of bald eagles exists 
only in North America; 

Whereas, by 1963, the number of nesting 
pairs of bald eagles in the lower 48 States 
had dropped to about 417; 

Whereas, the bald eagle was first listed as 
an endangered species in 1967 under the En-
dangered Species Preservation Act, the Fed-
eral law that preceded the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973; 

Whereas, caring and concerned citizens of 
the United States in the private and public 
sectors banded together to save, and help en-
sure the protection of, bald eagles; 

Whereas, in 1995, as a result of the efforts 
of those caring and concerned citizens, bald 
eagles were removed from the ‘‘endangered’’ 
species list and upgraded to the less imper-
iled ‘‘threatened’’ status under the Endan-
gered Species Act of 1973; 

Whereas, by 2006, the number of bald eagles 
in the lower 48 States had increased to ap-
proximately 7,000 to 8,000 nesting pairs; 

Whereas, the administration is likely to of-
ficially delist the bald eagle from both the 
‘‘endangered’’ and ‘‘threatened’’ species lists 
under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
with a final decision expected no later than 
June 29, 2007; 

Whereas, if delisted under the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973, bald eagles should be 
provided strong protection under the Bald 
and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the Mi-
gratory Bird Treaty Act; 

Whereas, bald eagles would have been per-
manently extinct if not for vigilant con-
servation efforts of concerned citizens and 
strict protection laws; 

Whereas, the dramatic recovery of the bald 
eagle population is an endangered species 
success story and an inspirational example 
for other wildlife and natural resource con-
servation efforts around the world; 

Whereas, the initial recovery of the bald 
eagle population was accomplished by the 
concerted efforts of numerous government 
agencies, corporations, organizations, and 
individuals; and 

Whereas, the sustained recovery of the 
bald eagle population will require the con-
tinuation of recovery, management, edu-
cation, and public awareness programs, to 
ensure that the population and habitat of 
bald eagles will remain healthy and secure 
for future generations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates June 20, 2007, as ‘‘American 

Eagle Day’’; and 
(2) encourages— 
(A) educational entities, organizations, 

businesses, conservation groups, and govern-
ment agencies with a shared interest in con-
serving endangered species to collaborate on 
education information for use in schools; and 

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve American Eagle Day with appropriate 
ceremonies and other activities. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that today the Senate has 

agreed to S. Res. 146, a bipartisan reso-
lution establishing a national Amer-
ican Eagle Day, on June 20, 2007, the 
day the bald eagle was selected as our 
national emblem during the Second 
Continental Congress in 1782. I am de-
lighted that the bald eagle is scheduled 
to be ‘‘delisted’’ from the Endangered 
Species Act on June 20 of this year. I 
commend Senators ALEXANDER and 
BYRD for their work on this resolution. 

The bald eagle has been protected 
under Federal law since Congress 
passed the Bald and Golden Eagle Pro-
tection Act in 1940. This law prohibits 
the taking, possessing, or commerce of 
both bald and golden eagles. The En-
dangered Species Act of 1973 reinforced 
protection of the bald eagle. I am a 
longtime supporter of the Endangered 
Species Act, a landmark environ-
mental law that provides crucial pro-
tection to fish and wildlife on the verge 
of extinction. 

Vermont is actually one of the only 
States in the continental United States 
without nesting bald eagles. Senator 
JEFFORDS funded a program about 
three years ago where orphaned or 
threatened nestlings were relocated 
from sites between Maryland and 
Maine to nests in the Dead Creek State 
wildlife management area in Addison 
County, VT, along Lake Champlain. 

About 25 individual birds were suc-
cessfully raised and released from nests 
there. While eagles usually return to 
nest in the general area where they 
were nestlings, it can take up to 4 
years. Vermont fish and wildlife staff 
are closely monitoring the effort to see 
if Vermont will be successful in joining 
other states as a home to the bald 
eagle. 

I support the passage of this resolu-
tion, which would allow all of us to cel-
ebrate the successful recovery of the 
bald eagle, and to remember the free-
doms and ideals that the eagle rep-
resents as a symbol of our country. 

f 

SACRIFICE MADE BY THE MEN 
AND WOMEN WHO HAVE LOST 
THEIR LIVES WHILE SERVING AS 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
resolution (S. Res. 162) commemorating 
and acknowledging the dedication and 
sacrifice made by the men and women 
who have lost their lives while serving 
as law enforcement officers. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased the Senate is considering today 
a bipartisan resolution to designate 
May 15, 2007, as National Peace Officers 
Memorial Day that Senator SPECTER 
and I introduced along with the major-
ity leader, and Senators BIDEN, GRASS-
LEY, CORNYN, STABENOW, MENENDEZ, 
DURBIN, KOHL, KENNEDY and 
BROWNBACK. Last week, the Judiciary 
Committee favorably reported this res-
olution unanimously. I thank all mem-
bers of the Judiciary Committee and 
the cosponsors on this bipartisan reso-
lution for their support in recognizing 
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